Conſonant tetheWord of From, 
and che pure reformed | 
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CarisTs Government 
in a Church reformed. 


Ina Par.ſh 
> Ereit muſt beoi TRY 
? rothe order FS Writ ; 
$ the ficſt Churches being Pa- 
| la rochiall : ſpeciall care muſt 
ES bc had, ſag pariſhes bavein 
ek the ordinances of: Chriſt, 

Tharthere be an able Paſtor, ſer over, 
the people in every ; Congregation, por 
teaching and ruling rhe 

Thar there be with bir aſlitants in 20- 
verning, called Elders, -with.us Church- 
wardens, which are intheir roome. 

Theſe muſt be Roh the Sw 
among thega, men ofunderſtandi 
of Religion, and of. agodly,, hoock, and: 
cen apap _ Fr 

They areto be c a wit t 
conſent, . and admitted {olrmaly.,with 

2 ' « prayer, 
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(4) 
p er, inthe face of the whole 
> andan exhorration 

a m_—_ CE lakbind 

pens nh 
; "The umber tobe mocor fewer, x5the 
pariſhis g xcatcr Or leſſer. - 

The meet ot theſe to be weekely y, if 


it nay be, ata fet tine and; placoy for.cdn- 
venicncy, in the Chusch, ater divine ſer- 


 viceis endedin rhe afternoone, or in the 


week-day when there is a ſermon. 


Theendthereef.. 


To looketo all the RAPE conres- 
ning: their veligion and cxcrcile- 
pubhkelpand privatcly, to ſeers rheir fro- 
neſt behaviour, and praceable demeanour 
on ng 2nd abroad, 

a receive com againſt any de- 
linquents, and toproteed againft ru ro 
a#tonition, to-ſuſpentivn tay the” inp 
Commmion, 2c 


the offence,and ons nth Ayer 


vithou pertiafity. /Tocxcommunicate z- 
fy is pn EI BO TAY 


- 


(3) 

{cribed thtm to follew, agreeable to the 
Word. 

Tothis meeting come the Over-ſcers of 
the poore, Called Deacons: They arc to be 
choſen avthe Eldess are, menot honeſty, 
faithfull and godly. 

Their office is totake care of the poore, 
faithfully to diſtribute the colleGions, and 
- milely, according toevery: neceſſity. 
To viſit the ſick, and tobe able te examine 
them inthe grounds of Religion, inſtruQ- 
ing the ignorant, and comforting therm 
that want conſolation 5 25 cllewhces ey 
doc. 


| Motivesto imbrace this Parochial g0- 


vernmen which Eyiſcopell groera- / 
pre wke from. 


Fronvehe good whichcomes thereby. 
rt. Hereby Religion and vertue- with 


r7uch care, mem. pearond gni- 
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«nd ſcandalous be ſuppr« ſed; * ſinne will 


not be [uffered toreigne, nor be (0 rite 'as 
wR11 us it is, 

4 Hereby, through weekly meeting to 
ſouppreſſe vice, and to maintaine vertue, the 
Paſtors themſelves, the Elders and Dea- 
cons thall become better acquainted with 
the waycs of vertue,, and grow more in ha- 
tred\with vice : knowalto better the. ruke 
of ordering of Chriſts people, wiſely and 
religiouſly, whereby his glory may more 
ſhine among them, and they made happy 
inſtruments thereof. 

I I. From the great evils which we are 
freed from : but Epiſcopacy keepes us 
under. 

1 Hercby ſhall all. be freed. from the 
hbeavie yoake,and autnoikty of their Eccle- 
ſizflicall Courts, and their corruptions , 
which God and mcn of all foris cry out a- 
gainſt. | 

2 From the great expences of money, 
in journying ſomctimes many miles, inly- 
ing'theze atcoſt,and disburſingthe:charges 
impoſed, and called for by EO Bhs 
ſides often appearing, long .delayes, and 


loſle of much4ime. 4 ed iy 
« 3 Fromihe wicked and inforcing: oa h 
ex officio; and from the many thoulands 
ot oathes which Church- wardens take 5 
er | and 
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and from the oath of, purgtion inforced - 
upon many to cleare themliclyey of gtu(- 
peed crim? : 1ataking of which oathes, 
many fortweare themſclyes, and procure, 
the: Lords curſc againſt them, and the; 
whole Land. Vo 


Totheſe Motives , ada : 


1 Thatſuck a government in a Paro- 
chiall Church of Chriſt, is approve.! by 
our neighbour Kingdome with good ſu-- 
ceſlc, to the honour of Chrift,and the peo- 
ples reform non, 

2 Thatinthe Apoſtics diyes were fi; (t 
founded partochiall Churches, and in them 
the Elders and Dcacons ordained, and all 
Chriſts ordinances « x-reifed inthem ; and 
"therefore ro be admitted of us. | 

3 That the robbing of parochiall Con- 
gregations of theſe holy ordininces, is the 
very ground of their ſpicicuill miſery; 
from which, if they ſccke not to be freed, 
they are moſt unhappy, and can never at- 
tainetothat ſpiritual] condition which is ſo 
hartily wiſh: d for, and. deſired, tor their 
ſoules ſafety. | Ob 

Objettions anſwered. 
Som: of the Laitic pleaſe taſay, that this 
is to make every Muuſter a pope. ia his, pa+ 
riſh, | Anſwer 


| Wet ©. 

| Anſwer. 

That a Paftor is to bee obeyed of his 
people, will not be denied, forthe word 
commands it, Heb. 13. 7.17. Butto Lord 
itover Gods hetirzge he may not, rPes. 
5-3. Nordoth this make him a Popein 
bis Pariſh, for the Elders are joyned with 
him in governmer, fo as without rhem hee 
can doe nothing z hee isallo ſubjeR to the 
Presbytery , and mult bee kept within his 
limits, preſcribed him. | | 


oy 


Some of the Clergy object, and ſay that theſe 
Elders doe overtp thiir Miniflers and 
mate them their waſſalls, 

Anſwer.t, 4 P 

One of theſe objeRigns mult be alle, if . 
nat both, tor they oppoſe one another... 
2. Such Miniſter as thus obj<& may be 

ſatisfied dy che praQile ofthe Elders, a. 

mong whom this government is-cxerciled, 

Doe they ever heare any of che Faithfull 

Miniſters naake ſuctt a complaint againſt 

their Elders ? 

3. Thefe Elders are but Affitants to 
their paſtor and only ſecond them, not go- 
ing betore they inthe leffron , the Paſtor 


is moderatorin the whole ation 
with prayer and fo ends ir ; "when i 
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(7) | 
ſpcakes to them, they ſhow him very reve- 
rcnd reſpeht, Yeathe greateſt Noblemen 
- mtheland, in Chirch-mcetings, doe not 
over-fway the meaneſt and pooreſt Mimi- 
ſer, for if he doe hee ſhi beo ealled toan 
account before the generall aſſembly, 
where if hee appeare in any ill cauſe, hee 
will bee made med, then before 
any judicature inthe kingdome. 

4. Why ſhould any bec offended af 
thoſe Elders, and foconceit amiflc again 
them, when wee beare rhe com NO 

wer of lay Chancellors, lay - 
aries, with their Regiſters, who rule mz- 
ſterly over us, making us to be unconſtio- 
nably ſlaviſh executioners of their often 
uojuſt commands. 
Laſtly , conftder that from hence juft 
appeales may bee made to the Presbytery. 


Il. Incvery divifien or cirewit ſaneble to 
anr Deanry . 


That there be a claſheall meeting called 
cllewhere a Prezbytery. This confiſts of 
alt the Miniſters of Pariſhes within the 
Deanry , orſiich a circuit thereof as may 

meet, to which areſent by 
Pariſh one of their 


conſent owt of 


(8) 

night. ln this from among the Paſtors 
muſt rhe graveſt, the wiſeſt, the beſt eſtce. 
med forlife and godlineſſs becheſen mo- 
derator, for. the time of the fitting and. 
meeting. Hee is to beginne with prayer 
and end ſo aftcr a Plalmeanda Sermon z 
here Miniſters .arc to ſhew their gifts, 
and how they profic, andgoe on ia the 
Migiſtry. And ſuch a$intend the Minifte- 
xy are here to be tryed, andif fic,to be or- 
dained, ifa place bee void : th: ſe Jooke 
into parochial Seſſions, within their circuit, 
that Paſtors, Elders, and people behave 
themſelves as they ought : Here the power 
of juriſdiion is uſed, the dodrine and 
lives of Miniſtersare enquired into , and: 
according as they finde ,. they encourage 
the faithtull diſpenſers agaivſt others; they 
proceed toadmonition, ſuſpeniion,. and. 
deprivation, as they (hill ſce juſt cauſe ſo 
todoe. All other ſorts of pexſons ok whpt 
quality ſoever , which.ſhall be diſobcdi. 
ent to their owne Paſtors and Elders, pro- 
ceeding in their parochial mectiogs law- 

fully, are with great authority cenſured, 
By this wee {ec how the parochialtgo« 

vernementis upheld , and-yet kept with 
bounds, Chriſts Doarine and worſhip. 
« Lept pure, good Miniſters honoured , and 
the reſt citheir xeformed, arcaſt puts. WA 
; | w/o 


9) 
111. In every County & ſhire. 

Ia this muſt bod Spnnd, called cllewhere 
Provincial. En 

It conſiſts of the whole | Pregbyterics 
within that Shire, or Province, with oge El- 
der from every Pariſh, men ofranke-and 
qualyy, Gentlemen, -Knights and Barons, 
tor ſuch in ſome placesare Elders. The mec- 
ting to beevery halte yeare , as our Arch- 
deacons viſitetions be, LY 

Here being aſſembled, they beginne with 
praying and preaching, the Sermon being 
made by the former Moderatour ; which 
ended, a new Moderatour is thea choſen, or 
the ſame againe confirmed, | 

Thele meete not tocall forSynodals, or 
paichall rents, norto-gather procurations, 
nor to [wzare Church-wardens,to make pre- 
ſentinents, for thele aſlemblies fit not for to 
gather monies ; but this-Synod mecteth to 
make enquiry by thg xecords of every Pres- 
byteric intothe governing of all the Presby- 
terics, and all theChurches under them, and 
toreifie wha isamiſſe therein. e297 

To ſupply what is wantingyand to cenfure 
any for faults,crimes & offences committed. 

All matters with great diligence,and ipced, 

archerc ſoto be expedited, asthetime may 


not bee long, nor the ſtaying to become 


chargeable and burthenſome , butthat the 
B 2 Paſtors 
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(to) 
P.aftors and Elders may returne homein 
good time, before the Lords day. 

Can we be ſo- happy asto enjoy luch Sy- 
nods, weeſhill be rid of the vaine and very 
chargeable vifitations of Archdeacons, 
where Miniſters and \290/ waſtefully lay 
ou: yearly ſomes thouſands of pounds 
throughout the whole land, * | 


I V. Inone whole nation. 


This isthe generall afſembly of the nation, 
or nationall mceting. | 

k conſiſts of Paſtors and Elders from eve. 
ry Presbytery , to which have come ſome- 
nme the Kings Majeſty, ora Commiſſioner 
torhim ; a5 alſo likewiſe. the religious and 
tearned Nobles of the land. 

This meeting isellewhere once a yeare, 
but with us it my fitly beevery Parliament 
time, now 2ppoimed tobe every third yeir, 

'Fhe firſt dey of thisaſſembly is a day of 
folemne hunmiliarioaro prepare chem to ſo 
great and holy a worke, at the end whereof 
a Miniſter is choſen by the voices of all to 
be- Prefident and Modermor in that afſem- 
bly: whoprayerh at every ficting downr, 
and when they riſe vp tora blefing of God 


how them. | 
he power of this is very hn 


(11) 
theauthority of the ache aſſemblics, maketh laws 
Ecclefiafticall agreeing to holy Scripture, tor the 
wel-ordering of all the Churches in [pirituall mar- 
eers, but never intermedicth inmatcers civill be 
longing to the Magiſtrares, either in judging, or in- 
fifting pecuniary, or corporall puniſhmenr. 


Its now among us a great queſtion, Whether 
i better, the ay ooh. government in 
Scrland pr ihe Prelatian government 
in England, for the Churches 
ſpiritual welfare * 


To judge aright herein, rhefe conſiderations are 
propeunded to che wiſedome of the wiſe and reli- 
gious, who would lay a fide all partiatity in this 
eauſc of God : | 

1 Whether of them hath the beſt proofe,cither 
for the whole, or for rhe part, from holy Scrip- 
ture : and ſo Gedsapprobation -- 

2 Which is agreaing mot to all the reformed 
Churches, with which we agrec in Doctrine, and 
. ſeparation from the Church of Rome ? 

3 Whether of theſe is moſt like the governe- 
ment of the Church of Rome, nnderthe Pope,thar - 
Antichrift ; and aptefi ro let in,and fitreſt to keepe = 
outthe Ceren ,the ſuperſtition, and the ido- 
ltry-of that whore of Rome © 

4 Whether of them doth tend more to 'godli-- 


nefle then greatneſle * 
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5 Whether of them is the moſt profitable to advance 
the powerfall praQice of rcligion and vertue,and the ſup. 
preſſion of vice, that God may receive glory £ | 
For the better evidencing hereof, let them be compa- 
red inthele few things together. | 


The Presbyterian. The Prelatian. 

I. This bath for the tea- Thus hath no-probabilitie, 
ching Elders, very certaine much leſſe any certainty of 
reftimony from Sciipture, Scripture for Archbiſhops,Di- 
Tit. 1.5.and (trong probabi- W Biſhops, Deanes, Arch- 
lity for ruling Elders, 171m. deacons ; fer their lay Chaun- 
5.17 Rom.12.8. 1Cor.12. celloars layCommuſſaries : and 
28, And therctore being al- therefore being altogether 
lowed of God, is fitteſt to mer, s not [6 fit as we finae 
advancethe. power of god- experience, 10 advance th 
lineflce. power of godlineſſe. 

1 1, This ſers upin every Thu depriveth wholly pays« 
pariſh a Seſſion, for the re- chiall aſſemblies of ſach an 
ligious orcering thereof. _ for their ſpiritnall good, 

ſubjetting them ſlawiſhly to 
their xt corrupt courts. 

III, The order ofthisis Thi « ſoframed asan ouey- 
framed io, as the parts topping power of ſome, m 
thereot is {ubordinate One ſway #vey all «s they liſt with. 
to another; as theScfiion to ont any ſuch ſubordination, to 
the Presbytcry z this,tothe «phold oncly their greatneſſt ; 
Provinciall Synod, and this as their pradZiſe proclaim be- 
tothe Nationall, to further fore the world. ES 
godlineſle. 4 | 

| I'V. This 


thing in and about Gods 
publike worſhip, but what 
is warrantable byScripturc. 
nifters for money, nor any 
but ſuch as be apttoteach ; 
nor doth | permir any, 
which are not ſuch, and do 
performe their Miniſtery 
faithfully. | 

V I. This alluweth no 
pluraliſts, nor any Nonre- 
{idents, nor foule and ſcan- 
dalous Miniſters. 


VII. This uphold«th 
preaching , countenanceth 
diligent preachers, and cn- 
courageth them. 


out jealouſic, the people to 
meet together, to talke and 
conferre about what they 
have heard, and to- read 


good books,to ſingPlalms, 


and topray together. 


| (x3) 
I'V. This alloweth no- 


Thi bringeth in, and appro- 
veth of many deviſes of aA; 
corrupting Gods worſhip. with- 
out warrant of Scripture. 
This ordaintth for money, 
and many wnapt to teach, yea, 
and permits thouſands of 
dumbe Miniſlers, which can- 


notteach, and lazie Miniſters 


which will not preach, but ti- 
ther ſeldeme or never. ] 

This allewerh many -bun- 
Areds of Plaraliſts and Non- 
reſidents,and not a few of evill 
life; mwnſifferable in Chriſts 
Chnrch, 

This taketh not much care 


for preaching, never calleth 4- 


ny to account for negligent 
preaching : but ſome Prelates 
ſupp eſſe it, and are vexations 


| , , * Jamar) faithful Miniſters, 
VIII This fuffers, with. 


This « ſ# jealows, as people 
are reflrained from ſuch mee. 
tings, being held Conventicles 


; fy woe. tbe are_called to |, 
F; | 


courts andl cenſured, = 


IX. This 


"Tie 


Papiſts , avd papiſtry, 80d zobe 
whailoever may be trou- Sacinieniſm,Popery, 20k 
monies. 
If alltheſe confiderations( to which nownentuc 


E - Zhilubah tank , 
[ Fob This carefully wt £ 
FF  ventserrouts, and herclics,\\ phos RE Ties Loma : 
_— tothe Church. ly aff efedto increaſe 
conforme wen 10 4 
ded)be ſeriouſly pandered, it may eakily be judged whe- 
ther qotemmentithemore plalngro Gol: 0 Jogns 
profitable to his people for ſpirituall life and falyatian. 
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